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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of

Petition of AMSC Subsidiary Corp.
For Clarification of
Section 54.601(C) and 54.506
of the Commission's Rules

To the Commission:

CC Docket No. 96-45

COMMENTS OF MOTOROLA AND IRIDIUM NORTH AMERICA

Motorola, Inc. ("Motorola") and Iridium U.S., L.P. d/b/a Iridium North America

("INA"), by their attorneys, hereby submit these comments in response to the Commission's

Public Notice and request for Comments I on the Petition ofAMSC Subsidiary Corporation?

Motorola and INA generally support the AMSC Petition. AMSC urges the

Commission to "either issue a preliminary order in its current rulemaking that the RHCp3

program will support the leasing ofAMSC's emergency call boxes by tribal authorities, or waive

the rules currently precluding such support pending the outcome of that proceeding.,,4 AMSC

I In the Matter of, Petition ofAMSC Subsidiary Corporation for Clarification ofSections
54. 601 (C) and 54.506 ofthe Commission's Rules, CC Docket No. 96-45, Public Notice, DA 00
237 (reI. Feb. 9, 2000) ("Public Notice").

2 Petition of AMSC Subsidiary Corporation (Nov. 24, 1999) ("AMSC Petition").

3 Rural Health Care Provider is defined as any public or nonprofit health care provider
that serves persons who reside in rural areas. 47 U.S.C. § 254(h)(1)(A) (1994 & Supp. 199[7])

4 AMSC Petition at 4-5. No. otCopiesrec'd~
UstABCDE
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also seeks clarification regarding how discounts should be calculated for emergency services on

Indian land. 5

The Commission should do all it can to remove as quickly as possible all

unnecessary regulatory burdens that limit or inhibit the provision oftelecommunications services

and equipment to unserved areas in the United States. While Motorola and INA take no position

on AMSC's request as it applies to AMSC's emergency call boxes, the Commission should be

cautious not to create an environment that directly or indirectly disadvantages other satellite

service providers from offering similar services. In this regard, if the Commission were

5 Id. at 5-6.
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to grant AMSC's Petition, it should extend the benefits of such an approach to other satellite

service providers that can offer similar services. 6

Respectfully submitted,

Michael D. Kennedy
Corporate Vice President and Director,
Global Spectrum and
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Affairs
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1350 I Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 371-6900

BY'C'\L
Philip L. Malet
James M. Talens
OmerC. Eyal
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
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Washington, D.C. 20036
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Counselfor Motorola, Inc.

Iridium North America

February 23, 2000

By: ~(LJt~
aura A. Lo Blanco

Senior Attorney
Iridium North America
8440 S. River Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85284

6 INA, for example, currently offers to subscribers multi-exchange units ("MXU") which
appear to be able to serve a similar function as AMSC's emergency call boxes.
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